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Abstract 

Purpose:  This study aims to critically 

examine the intricate interplay of energy 

politics and military strategy within the 

context of the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian 

conflict. It posits that energy resources - 

specifically oil and natural gas - serve as 

pivotal factors that shape strategic 

alliances, influence geopolitical 

manoeuvring, and dictate the foreign policy 

trajectories of international actors, 

including the United States, the European 

Union, and China. 

Materials and Methods: The research 

employs a qualitative methodology that is 

underpinned by a series of semi-structured 

interviews conducted with a diverse cohort 

of policymakers, energy analysts, and 

industry stakeholders. Through this 

empirical approach, the study explores the 

participants' perceptions regarding the 

nexus between energy dynamics and 

security policymaking. In addition to the 

qualitative interviews, the investigation 

analyses a range of qualitative materials, 

including public statements, policy 

documents, and corporate strategic 

outlines. Discourse analysis is utilized to 

further uncover the mechanisms through 

which energy companies exert influence on 

governmental policies and military 

postures. 

Findings: The anticipated findings are 

expected to provide a nuanced 

understanding of the centrality of energy 

resources in influencing military strategies 

and fostering international coalitions. This 

analysis will contribute to an enriched 

scholarly discourse that informs not only 

theoretical frameworks in international 

relations but also practical applications in 

global energy governance and security. 

Implications to Theory, Policy and 

Practice: The inquiry underscores the 

imperative for a multifaceted and informed 

policy approach that acknowledges the 

profound implications of energy resources 

on national interests and global stability. By 

integrating energy considerations into 

security policymaking, the study advocates 

for a reassessment of traditional strategic 

paradigms that often overlook the 

complexities arising from energy 

interdependence. 

Keywords: Energy Politics Q47, Military 

Strategy H56, Russian-Ukrainian Conflict 

H56, Energy Independence Q47, 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The ongoing Russian-Ukrainian conflict has dramatically transformed the geopolitical 

landscape of Europe and beyond, providing a crucial microcosm for understanding the 

interplay between energy politics and international relations. Erupting in 2014 with the 

annexation of Crimea and escalating with Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, this 

conflict underscores the intrinsic connection between energy resources - particularly natural 

gas and oil—and geopolitical strategy (Yergin, 2020; Meunier & Dempsey, 2022). Energy 

serves not only as a vital economic commodity but also as a political lever that shapes the 

strategic decisions of states, framing geopolitical alignments and military engagements 

(McNally, 2017; Fried, 2022). This research aims to dissect the complexities of energy politics 

within this conflict, elucidating how these resources influence alliances among key 

international actors and reshape the global energy market. 

The significance of energy resources in determining the balance of power is particularly evident 

in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, where Russia emerges as a leading global 

supplier of natural gas and oil (Gustafson, 2012; Kaczmarski, 2023). By leveraging its energy 

exports, Russia wields considerable influence over Europe, which has historically depended 

heavily on Russian fossil fuels (Thompson, 2020). This dependence engenders vulnerabilities 

for European nations, allowing Russia to assert power in both economic and political spheres 

(Carter, 2019; Retallack & Paltiel, 2023). The current conflict has illuminated these 

vulnerabilities, prompting a vigorous reassessment of energy dependencies and a re-evaluation 

of regional alliances (Kramer, 2014; Sweeney, 2023). 

Energy resources transcend their economic significance to become foundational elements of 

international diplomacy and security (Ovadia, 2016). The sanctions imposed by the United 

States and the European Union against Russian energy firms serve as a clear indication of the 

geopolitical struggle between Western powers and Russia (Sherr, 2016). These sanctions are 

strategically designed not only to destabilize Russian economic interests but also to foster a 

sense of unity among Western allies in confronting an adversary that wields energy as a tool of 

coercion (Pant, 2016). In response, Russia pivots its energy strategy towards markets in Asia, 

particularly China, to mitigate the impacts of Western sanctions, exemplifying the complex 

interplay of geopolitics and energy relations (Hillman, 2020; Koo, 2023). 

The dynamic formation of alliances illustrates how energy politics reshapes relationships 

among key international players. U.S. initiatives aimed at enhancing European energy security 

through the provision of liquefied natural gas (LNG) not only diversify energy sources for 

European nations but also diminish reliance on Russian supplies (Hoffmann & Pahl, 2019; 

McCarthy, 2023). This shift strengthens transatlantic ties, revitalizing U.S. geopolitical 

influence in Europe, while China's emerging partnership with Russia complicates traditional 

power dynamics, highlighting a broader ideological alignment that challenges the Western-led 

order (Mikulska, 2021; Zhao, 2023). 

The global energy landscape is currently marked by extreme volatility due to the ongoing 

conflict, resulting in significant disruptions to energy supply chains (Belyi, 2021; McKinsey 

Global Institute, 2023). Nations are urgently seeking alternatives to Russian energy resources, 

leading to price spikes that reverberate globally and widespread consumer impacts (S&P 

Global, 2022; IEA, 2023). This urgency has accelerated calls for a transition toward alternative 

energy sources and increased investments in renewable technologies, reflecting an emerging 

critical need for energy security amid geopolitical instability (Larsen, 2021; UN, 2023). 
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This research seeks to unpack the intricate layers of energy politics within the Russian-

Ukrainian context, focusing on how energy resources inform the strategies and alliances of 

international actors. By examining the motivations driving state behaviour concerning energy, 

the study intends to reveal deeper connections between energy dynamics and military strategies 

(Kramer, 2014; Smith, 2023). This understanding bears significant implications for 

policymakers navigating an increasingly complex geopolitical landscape shaped by energy, 

security, and diplomacy. 

In summary, energy resources are central to international diplomacy and regional stability 

within the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, functioning as catalysts for geopolitical tension and 

essential tools for statecraft (Yergin, 2006; Robinson, 2023). By rigorously analysing the role 

of energy in shaping alliances and influencing global markets, this paper aims to contribute to 

a nuanced understanding of the geopolitical stakes inherent in this conflict, advocating for a 

comprehensive approach to energy security strategies in an interconnected global environment.  

Background 

Ukraine serves as a strategic transit route for Russian natural gas flowing into Europe, 

positioning it at the epicentre of regional energy geopolitics (Stern, 2005). For decades, 

European nations have heavily depended on Russian energy resources, creating vulnerabilities 

that have only intensified with shifting geopolitical dynamics (Carter, 2019; Wilson, 2022). 

The intricate energy infrastructure encompassing the Brotherhood and Nord Stream pipelines 

represents not only economic interdependencies but also the transformation of energy into a 

geopolitical instrument operative in the maintenance of leverage and influence in international 

relations (Mikulska, 2021). These pipelines exemplify how energy routes and supplies can be 

weaponized in the pursuit of geopolitical interests, serving as both economic lifelines and 

strategic footholds for Russia throughout Europe. 

The ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine has necessitated a fundamental re-evaluation 

of energy security frameworks within European nations. The escalation of the conflict in 2022 

has particularly underscored the inherent risks associated with energy dependency, prompting 

states to grapple with the imperative of balancing economic interests against overarching 

national security demands (Thompson, 2020). The relationship between energy resources and 

military engagement warrants comprehensive examination, particularly under conditions of 

economic interdependence. The conflict exemplifies how energy dependency can be wielded 

as a tool of coercion, as indicated by Russia's historical manipulation of natural gas supplies to 

exert political pressure on neighbouring states (Honoré, 2019). 

As military engagements intensified, energy resources grew increasingly central to broader 

military strategies and international alliances. The European Union's sanctions imposed on 

Russian energy exports signify a pivotal acknowledgment of the vulnerabilities stemming from 

dependence on a potentially adversarial supplier (Yergin, 2020). This recalibration has 

catalysed efforts by countries, notably Germany, to diversify their energy sources, reinforcing 

ties with the U.S., Qatar, and North African nations in pursuit of greater resilience against 

supply shocks (Kramer, 2014). This response may be framed through the lens of dependency 

theory, which articulates those states with unequal power dynamics - especially those reliant 

on imported energy - are highly susceptible to the fluctuations dictated by their suppliers’ 

political climates. Such a perspective emphasizes how states must strategically manoeuvre 

within a framework of interdependence, where energy security becomes essential not only for 

sustaining economic stability but also for safeguarding national sovereignty. 
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Moreover, the evolving energy landscape has prompted countries like China to navigate their 

relationships with both Moscow and the West with heightened caution, assiduously weighing 

their strategic interests while maintaining a delicate balance of power (Galeotti, 2017; Zhang, 

2023). This balancing act reflects tenets of realism within international relations theory, where 

states pursue rational strategies to maximize their national interests amid systemic anarchy. The 

Russian-Ukrainian conflict thereby illuminates the dual nature of energy resources: they can 

facilitate cooperation between states or serve as catalysts for conflict and discord, emphasizing 

the need for nuanced inquiry into the intricate interplay between energy politics, military 

engagement, and emerging international alliances. 

As such, the current geopolitical atmosphere underscores the necessity for layered analyses 

that disentangle how energy dependencies engender entanglements fraught with both 

opportunities and challenges. It is essential to explore the implications of these entanglements, 

which give rise to complex security dilemmas that states encounter in a rapidly evolving global 

environment. Specifically, the conflict not only highlights the geopolitical stakes associated 

with energy resources but also invites an exploration of the theoretical frameworks - such as 

realism and dependency theory - that inform state behaviour within this intricate landscape. 

Consequently, this evolving situation necessitates rigorous scholarly examination to 

comprehend the ramifications of energy politics on broader geopolitical strategies, as well as 

the multifaceted implications for international security dynamics moving forward. 

Problem Statement 

The nexus between energy resources and geopolitical strategies is a critical lens through which 

to analyse the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, as it substantially influences economic 

interdependencies and diplomatic alliances. While the role of energy in shaping international 

relations is gaining increasing scholarly attention, existing literature remains insufficiently 

rigorous in its examination of how energy dynamics specifically inform military decision-

making processes among global actors. This insufficiency underscores a broader gap in our 

comprehension of the intricate relationship between energy politics and conflict dynamics. 

To unpack this complexity, it is essential to recognize how energy resources serve not merely 

as economic commodities but as instruments of geopolitical leverage that can alter the calculus 

of military strategy and alliance formation. As states navigate the dual challenges of energy 

dependency and security imperatives, their military strategies are often realigned in response 

to the volatile energy landscape. The implications of this alignment necessitate a nuanced 

analysis of how energy considerations impact not only the strategies employed by state actors 

but also the broader framework of security alliances that undergird international relations. 

Moreover, the contemporary conflict highlights the strategic manoeuvring of both regional and 

global powers as they respond to energy supply vulnerabilities and geopolitical pressures, thus 

necessitating a deeper exploration of how these dynamics interact to shape military 

engagements and diplomatic posturing. The existing scholarly discourse fails to adequately 

address these multifaceted interactions, limiting our understanding of the ways in which energy 

politics influence military strategies and the formation of alliances in the context of crises.  

Therefore, this study aims to fill this critical gap by systematically investigating the 

mechanisms through which energy politics inform military strategies and diplomatic relations 

in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, thereby contributing to a more comprehensive and nuanced 

understanding of the role of energy in contemporary geopolitical affairs. This inquiry is not 

only timely but essential for advancing theoretical frameworks that elucidate the interplay 

between energy, conflict, and international political dynamics. 
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Hypothesis 

The hypothesis suggests that energy resources significantly shape the strategic priorities and 

alliances of key international actors in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, influencing military 

decision-making and geopolitical dynamics. It aims to demonstrate that the quest for energy 

security reconfigures diplomatic relations and state engagement amidst conflict. 

2.0 MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Qualitative Analysis: Energy Politics and Warfare in the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict 

The intersection of energy resources and international politics has become increasingly evident 

in contemporary conflicts, particularly the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian war. As energy 

resources, especially oil and natural gas, emerge as critical instruments of state power, 

understanding their implications for national security, economic stability, and global diplomacy 

is essential. This qualitative analysis focuses on two primary components: conducting 

interviews with policymakers, energy experts, and academic scholars, and analysing public 

statements and policy documents from various stakeholders, including governments, NGOs, 

and energy companies. By employing these methodologies, this analysis aims to elucidate the 

complexities and nuances of how energy dynamics influence alliances, military strategies, and 

geopolitical decisions within the context of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 

The study employs thematic analysis to synthesize the narratives garnered from interviews, 

revealing how energy considerations intricately inform military strategies and diplomatic 

engagements. It draws upon theoretical perspectives from international relations and security 

studies to elucidate the transformative role of energy autonomy within European nations’ policy 

frameworks, particularly focusing on efforts to attain energy independence and the resulting 

reshaping of domestic policies and regional alliances vis-à-vis prevailing geopolitical tensions. 

Conducting Interviews: Insights from Experts 

Selection of Participants 

To ensure a comprehensive understanding of the energy-politics nexus, participants were 

strategically selected from diverse sectors. These included:  

Policymakers: Individuals with direct involvement in governmental energy policies, foreign 

relations, and national security. They represent must-have perspectives, particularly from 

nations significantly impacted by the conflict, such as Ukraine, Russia, the United States, and 

EU member states. 

Energy Experts: Professionals in the energy sector with a focus on oil and natural gas, including 

economists and analysts specializing in supply chain dynamics, market trends, and energy 

policy implications. 

Academic Scholars: Researchers and professors with expertise in international relations, 

energy geopolitics, and conflict studies. Their theoretical and empirical knowledge provides 

depth to the analysis and aids in contextualizing the insights gathered from practitioners. 

Interview Structure 

The semi-structured format of the interviews facilitated rich discussions while allowing 

flexibility to explore emerging themes. Key questions were designed to probe the following 

areas:  

1. The impact of energy resources on geopolitical dynamics and alliances. 

2. The strategic motivations behind energy-related policies in the context of the conflict. 
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3. The influence of energy companies on governmental action and public policy 

formulations. 

Key Themes from Interviews 

Energy Security and National Interests 

A recurrent theme from the interviews cantered on energy security, elucidating its critical role 

for Ukraine, Russia, and Europe. For Ukraine, energy independence from Russia represents not 

only an economic goal but also a matter of national sovereignty. One high-level Ukrainian 

policymaker articulated, "The fight is not just on the battlefield; it's also about ensuring that we 

don't depend on Russian gas pipelines for our energy needs. Energy independence is integral 

to our sovereignty.”  

Conversely, European officials expressed an acute awareness of their historical vulnerabilities 

arising from reliance on Russian energy supplies. A European energy expert emphasized the 

need for diversification, stating, "The current crisis has shown us the risks of a singular energy 

dependency. We must invest in renewable resources and alternative suppliers as a hedge against 

geopolitical uncertainties.” This narrative aligns with theoretical frameworks like Energy 

Dependency Theory, which posits that excessive reliance on a single energy supplier can 

exacerbate vulnerability to coercive actions from that supplier - an argument underscored by 

the experiences of several European nations post-2014 (Yergin, 2011). 

Geopolitical Alliances 

Another significant theme was the influence of energy resources on the formation of 

geopolitical alliances. Interviewees highlighted how energy resources have become pivotal in 

shaping international partnerships. A U.S. government official articulated that the U.S. has 

strategically aligned with various fossil fuel-producing nations to reduce Europe's reliance on 

Russian energy. "Our partnerships with nations in the Middle East and Africa are very much 

informed by our need to reduce Europe's energy dependence on Russia," they remarked. This 

perspective complements theories in international relations that underscore the role of strategic 

resources in alliance formation, particularly within Realist frameworks which prioritize state 

security and power dynamics (Hufbauer et al., 2009). 

Conversely, a European scholar noted China's dual role in the energy politics of the conflict. 

"China's investments in Russian energy infrastructure following sanctions highlight its 

willingness to engage where Western powers hesitate, potentially shifting global energy 

alliances," they explained. This reflects nuanced shifts in global energy politics and 

underscores the emergence of new polycentric energy frameworks. 

Energy Company Influence 

Participants frequently discussed the notable role of multinational energy companies in shaping 

governmental policies. A senior energy analyst observed, "The energy sector has become 

intertwined with national interests. Lobbying efforts by oil and gas companies can significantly 

influence policy decisions on sanctions, trade agreements, and military action.”  

For instance, the Nord Stream 2 pipeline emerged as a focal point of contention. One 

policymaker commented, "Corporate interests often cloud the judgment of decision-makers, 

creating a dichotomy between economic objectives and national security imperatives." This 

intersection of corporate lobbying and state policy underscores the findings in the literature on 

the political economy of energy, which points to the capacity of industry actors to impact 

national energy strategies and international relations (Friedman & Moffett, 2016). 
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Analysing Public Statements and Policy Documents 

Complementing the qualitative insights from interviews, a meticulous analysis of public 

statements and policy documents from various stakeholders provides valuable context for 

understanding the motivations driving actions in the conflict. 

Document Selection and Sources 

For a comprehensive examination, the following sources were analysed:  

Government Statements: Official communications, including press releases and policy 

briefings, from states engaged in the conflict, particularly Ukraine, Russia, the U.S., and EU 

member states. 

NGO Reports: Publications from organizations focused on energy security, human rights, and 

geopolitical implications, such as the International Energy Agency (IEA) and various advocacy 

groups. 

Corporate Reports and Press Releases: Information from major energy companies addressing 

their operations in Russia and Ukraine, including communication from BP, Gazprom, and 

Shell. 

Themes Emerged from Document Analysis  

Public Discourse on Energy Security 

A substantial portion of government statements reflects a heightened focus on energy security. 

Documents released by the European Commission often articulate plans to diversify energy 

sources, emphasizing a pivot towards renewable energy as a long-term strategy. This aligns 

with broader socio-political trends advocating for sustainable development, highlighting the 

urgency to eschew fossil fuel dependence in favour of energy transition. The language in these 

communications tends to emphasize resilience and self-sufficiency. For example, a recent EU 

statement declared, "In light of the recent escalations, we must prioritize investment in 

renewable technologies to ensure that European citizens have access to reliable and sustainable 

energy." This shift underscores the convergence of energy security and environmental policy, 

illustrating how geopolitical crises can catalyse broader transitions in energy strategy. 

Strategic Language and Rhetoric 

The strategic use of language in policy documents illustrates the narratives surrounding energy 

security and geopolitical competition. Document analysis reveals that U.S. officials frequently 

frame energy sanctions against Russia within the context of economic warfare, underscoring 

energy's centrality in foreign policy strategies. A document from the U.S. Department of State 

explicitly stated, "Our sanctions target the very backbone of the Russian economy—its energy 

sector—to diminish its capacity to engage in aggression abroad." This rhetorical framing 

reinforces the idea of energy as a geopolitical weapon, consistent with scholars who have 

explored the intersection of energy geopolitics and security studies (McNally, 2017). 

Lobbying and Corporate Interests 

Analysis of NGOs tracking corporate lobbying efforts on energy policy illuminated the degree 

to which energy companies exert influence over decision-making processes. Various reports 

outline instances where lobbying efforts have sought to mitigate sanctions against the Russian 

energy sector, highlighting tensions between economic imperatives and national security 

concerns. One comprehensive report revealed that "Energy conglomerates have historically 

shaped narratives positioning their ongoing engagement with Russia as beneficial to long-term 
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energy security." This finding echoes critiques from political economists who emphasize how 

corporate interests can hinder government responses to national security challenges. 

In the case of Nord Stream 2, lobbying efforts have underscored the contentious interface 

between energy corporations and policy frameworks. The discussion surrounding the pipeline 

has become emblematic of the complexities of energy politics, steering attention towards the 

multifaceted motivations behind energy investments and the intricate relationship between 

corporate profitability and national security strategies. 

Finally, the qualitative analysis of interviews and public statements reveals that energy 

dynamics are central to understanding the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. Insights from 

policymakers, energy experts, and scholars illustrate how energy resource considerations shape 

international alliances, military strategies, and national policies. The interplay between energy 

security concerns, geopolitical alignments, and corporate influence provides a nuanced 

understanding of the conflict's complexities. 

The findings from interviews highlight a consistent theme: energy independence is not solely 

an economic objective but a critical aspect of national sovereignty, particularly for Ukraine. 

Simultaneously, the emerging geopolitical landscape demonstrates shifting alliances among 

major powers influenced by the quest for energy security. Moreover, the analysis of public 

statements and policy documents reinforces the understanding that energy resources have 

become integral to international political discourse. Rhetorical strategies employed by 

governments reflect a growing recognition of energy as a tool of geopolitical leverage. 

As the conflict continues to evolve, the interdependence of energy politics and international 

relations will remain a defining feature in deciphering global power dynamics. This 

multifaceted exploration underscores the importance of a comprehensive approach to energy 

security, one that considers both the immediate geopolitical implications and the broader shifts 

toward sustainable energy practices. Ultimately, this analysis contributes to the growing body 

of literature on energy geopolitics and highlights the urgent need for thoughtful policy 

responses that navigate the complexities of energy-related geopolitical tensions. By 

recognizing and addressing the profound intertwined nature of energy resources and 

international relations, policymakers can aim to foster more stable and secure global dynamics 

in the face of emerging challenges. 

Case Studies  

Energy Politics in the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict: Nord Stream Pipeline Disruptions 

Background of the Nord Stream Pipeline 

The Nord Stream pipeline epitomizes a critical infrastructure project that has fundamentally 

altered energy dynamics between Russia and Europe, serving as a touchstone of energy security 

discourse and geopolitical manoeuvring. Commissioned in the mid-2000s, the pipeline consists 

of two major lines, Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2, facilitating the unmediated transport of 

natural gas from Russia directly to Germany via the Baltic Sea. As of early 2021, while Nord 

Stream 1 was operational and accounted for a substantial portion of European gas supplies, 

Nord Stream 2 ensnared itself in a web of political controversy and regulatory challenges. 

Notably, its construction has paralleled the evolving geopolitical landscape, raising pivotal 

questions about energy interdependence and security, and contesting established paradigms of 

energy diplomacy. 
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Strategic Importance and Energy Dependency 

In an era marked by escalating European reliance on Russian energy resources, the Nord 

Stream pipeline has reinforced Russia's status as Europe’s principal energy supplier while 

intensively heightening concerns regarding energy security among European states. 

Statistically, by 2021, European nations were significantly dependent on Russia, sourcing 

approximately 40% of their natural gas imports via this conduit (International Energy Agency 

(IEA), 2021). This dependency conferred substantial leverage upon Russia in geopolitical 

negotiations, conforming to established theories of energy geopolitics that suggest states utilize 

energy supplies as instruments of power and influence (Yergin, 2006). This dynamic 

traditionally aligns with realist perspectives, which contend that resource control directly 

translates into political power. 

The Disruptions: A Prelude to Conflict 

The incursion of Russian military forces into Ukraine in February 2022 represented a critical 

inflection point for the Nord Stream pipelines. The consequent swift reactions from both 

European nations and the United States culminated in Germany's unilateral decision to suspend 

the certification of Nord Stream 2, which politically redefined the energy landscape of Europe. 

This suspension did not merely signal a short-term response but represented a significant 

recalibration of energy policy aimed at mitigating Russia’s influence within the European 

energy market. 

In September 2022, the situation deteriorated with the emergence of credible reports regarding 

explosions affecting the Nord Stream pipelines, resulting in substantial gas leaks (Öhlander, 

2022). The sabotage, while ostensibly a tactical disruption of energy supply, symbolized a 

broader narrative regarding vulnerabilities inherent in Europe’s energy infrastructure in the 

face of heightened geopolitical tensions. This incident elucidated the potential for energy 

infrastructure to be targeted not only as a means of military advantage but also as a method to 

assert geopolitical dominance and disrupt political cohesion among European states. 

Military Implications and Strategic Responses 

The disruptions to the Nord Stream pipeline poignantly illustrated how energy resources can 

critically inform military engagement and strategic responses in contemporary geopolitical 

contests. They elucidated the vulnerability of energy infrastructure, which has emerged as an 

acceptable target in modern military operations. As posited by Haffner (2022), the energy 

supply chain has crystallized into a new domain of military strategy, wherein energy assets are 

recognized as strategic military targets, prompting critical ethical inquiries surrounding the 

legitimacy of such actions and the legal frameworks governing warfare. 

The events surrounding Nord Stream disruptions can also be interpreted through the lens of 

energy security theories, particularly regarding diversification as a normative paradigm (Le 

Prestre, 2019). The resultant crises catalysed a discernible shift in European Union (EU) energy 

policies, emphasizing the urgency of energy diversification among member states, which 

sought alternative energy supplies to diminish reliance on Russian gas. This pivot exemplifies 

a broader strategic realignment aimed at fortifying long-term energy resilience and minimizing 

susceptibility to external exploitation, echoing elements of constructivist theory where state 

identity and policy are shaped through strategic interactions within the international system. 

Implications for International Alliances 

The complexities arising from the Nord Stream disruptions have induced significant 

transformations in international alliances within Europe and beyond. The imposition of 
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sanctions and diplomatic measures against Russia, in response to its military aggressions, have 

not only fostered a renewed sense of unity among EU member states but also underscored the 

collective imperative of energy security. The United States elevated its strategic profile through 

enhanced liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports to Europe, thereby positioning itself as a 

counterbalance to Russian energy dominance and effectively reinforcing transatlantic ties. 

This shift towards energy independence has spurred increased investments in renewable energy 

technologies and infrastructure alternatives throughout Europe, encapsulating the dual 

imperatives of energy security and environmental sustainability. Policymakers have articulated 

a renewed commitment to achieving energy self-sufficiency, which has brought energy security 

to the forefront of EU policy agendas. This evolution not only heralds a strategic transformation 

in energy diplomacy but also signifies a potential recalibration of power dynamics in 

international relations, marked by European nations’ concerted efforts to diminish dependency 

on traditional energy suppliers and elevate partnerships with alternative producers - particularly 

within the Global South. 

Western Sanctions on Russian Oil 

Background of Sanctions 

The deployment of Western sanctions against Russia has emerged as a primary tool employed 

by the United States and its European allies to counteract the Kremlin's aggressive foreign 

policy decisions in Ukraine. Initiating with targeted measures in 2014, the sanctions landscape 

gradually evolved to encompass fundamental sectors of the Russian economy, with a 

pronounced focus on oil and gas production. Given that oil exports constitute approximately 

30% of Russia's Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the energy sector is predisposed to 

vulnerabilities generated by externally imposed economic pressures (World Bank, 2023). 

Implementation of Sanctions 

In the wake of escalated military hostilities in February 2022, the U.S. and allied nations 

implemented sweeping sanctions targeting Russian oil and gas sectors. The European Union 

swiftly delineated a plan to phase out imports of Russian oil, aiming for a two-thirds reduction 

by the end of 2022 and ultimately banning all crude oil imports from Russia (European 

Commission, 2022). Simultaneously, G7 nations established a price cap mechanism designed 

to restrict revenue flows to Russia while still permitting some degree of oil exportation. 

These sanctions reflect a move toward using economic instruments as a strategic means of 

augmenting geopolitical and military pressure on Russia. The theoretical parameters 

surrounding economic sanctions as tools of statecraft posit that economic hardship can serve 

as a coercive mechanism, compelling states to reconsider aggressive military postures 

(Hufbauer et al., 2009). Nevertheless, the incremental implementation of such sanctions must 

also account for the unintended consequences that might arise, particularly concerning the 

volatility of global energy markets. 

Global Energy Market Impact 

The imposition of sanctions on Russian oil engendered substantial disruptions in global energy 

markets, catalysing price volatility and altering supply-demand dynamics on a significant scale. 

Following the announcement of sanctions, global oil prices surged, reflecting heightened 

apprehensions regarding supply continuity and geopolitical uncertainties (U.S. Energy 

Information Administration, 2022). Concurrently, Russia adeptly reoriented its oil sales toward 

alternative markets, especially India and China, underscoring the resilience and adaptability of 

global supply chains amidst geopolitical disruptions. 
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This strategic pivot facilitated by Russia amplifies critical discussions about the efficacy and 

durability of sanctions as instruments of statecraft in the context of entrenched global 

interdependencies. The formation of new partnerships illustrates how states navigate the 

complexities of contemporary energy diplomacy, often recalibrating their foreign policy 

agendas in response to fluctuating geopolitical paradigms. 

Military and Geopolitical Repercussions 

The sanctions regime inherently possesses implications that extend beyond economic spheres, 

thus producing significant military and geopolitical ramifications. The synchronized response 

from the European Union signified a newfound political unity in addressing security concerns 

linked to energy resources. As highlighted by scholars such as Keohane and Nye (2012), the 

interlinkage of economic interdependencies with security imperatives necessitates a 

fundamental recalibration of traditional alliances and diplomatic strategies directed toward 

energy security. 

Moreover, the sanctions have proliferated discussions surrounding NATO's role and military 

readiness in Europe, engendering a milieu characterized by increased defence spending and 

enhanced cooperative security measures. The recognition of energy resources as leverage 

points within military engagements has profound implications for conceptualizing the future 

trajectories of European and global security architectures, including considerations about 

asymmetric warfare and energy as a strategic weapon. 

New Alliances and Energy Diplomacy 

The multifaceted complexities arising from sanctions on Russian oil underscore an evolving 

paradigm in energy diplomacy within the contemporary geopolitical landscape. As Western 

nations diminished their reliance on Russian oil, they simultaneously sought to forge new 

alliances with alternate countries capable of providing energy supplies. This sanctions regime 

acted as a catalyst for discussions regarding energy independence across Europe, enhancing 

investments in renewable energy initiatives and nuclear energy - essential pivots necessitated 

by the dual imperatives of environmental sustainability and energy transition. 

The repercussions of these case studies are both significant and diverse, illuminating the 

intricate interconnections between energy politics, military strategies, and the broader 

landscape of international relations within the context of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 

Collectively, they demonstrate how energy resources not only shape economic conditions but 

also serve as determinative factors influencing military engagements, diplomatic relations, and 

the evolving formulation of international alliances. 

In conclusion, as nation-states navigate the dual challenges of energy dependence and security 

imperatives, the analytical rigor applied to energy politics within conflict studies will assume 

paramount importance. As geopolitical tensions continue to evolve, there remains a pressing 

need for scholarly inquiry that rigorously examines the intricate dynamics of energy 

interdependencies, thereby illuminating their far-reaching implications for the prospects of 

international peace and stability in an increasingly interconnected world. 

Theoretical Framework 

The intersection of energy resources, international politics, and security is a complex and 

deeply multifaceted phenomenon, particularly as observed in the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian 

crisis. This paper adopts a comprehensive theoretical framework that integrates dependency 

theory, realism in international relations, and the political economy of energy. This synthesis 

elucidates the motivations behind state behaviour, explores the influences of energy 
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interdependencies, and assesses the broader geopolitical implications in an increasingly 

interconnected global order. By enhancing our understanding of these theories, we gain insights 

into the dynamics of the energy war between Ukraine and Russia, as well as the behaviours of 

their respective supporters. 

Dependency Theories 

Core and Periphery Dynamics 

Dependency theory emerged as a critical response to modernization theory in the 1960s and 

1970s, primarily associated with the works of scholars such as Andre Gunder Frank and 

Immanuel Wallerstein (Frank, 1967; Wallerstein, 1974). This theoretical framework posits that 

economic development is fundamentally hindered by pre-existing structures of inequality and 

dependency between developed (core) and developing (periphery) nations. Core nations, 

characterized by advanced technological and industrial capacities, maintain economic 

dominance while extracting resources from peripheral countries, often through exploitative 

mechanisms. 

In the context of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, Ukraine's role as a strategic transit state for 

Russian natural gas exports complicates these dynamics. The dependency relationship between 

Europe (as the core) and Russia (as a resource-rich nation) engenders precarious geopolitical 

circumstances, wherein European reliance on Russian energy serves to enhance Russian 

leverage in negotiations and conflicts. This situational paralysis raises critical inquiries 

regarding energy security, national sovereignty, and the inherent vulnerabilities exposed 

through such dependency. 

Evidence of this dependency is stark when examining both historical and recent events. For 

instance, the energy crises of 2006 and 2009, wherein Russia cut gas supplies to Ukraine amid 

pricing disputes, prompted the European Union to confront its vulnerabilities and 

fundamentally reassess its energy dependency (Hill, 2014). This analysis underscores the 

dynamic interaction between energy economics and geopolitics, revealing how the energy 

dependency entrenched in Ukraine’s position places it at the confluence of East-West relations. 

Energy Dependency: A Geopolitical Tool 

Energy dependency is not merely an economic vulnerability; it represents a formidable 

geopolitical weapon wielded by states to exert influence or apply coercive pressure. The gas 

crises between Russia and Ukraine exemplify how energy resources can exacerbate political 

tensions, steering European nations to reevaluate their energy strategies and international 

alignments. Russia's capacity to manipulate gas supplies during these confrontations highlights 

the strategic use of energy dependency as leverage in international relations. 

Moreover, energy dependency can engender conflict trajectories based on perceived threats to 

energy security. Peripheral states, particularly those like Ukraine, may confront aggressive 

manoeuvres from core states intent on securing energy resources. Such aggressive posturing 

can manifest as economic coercion, diplomatic manoeuvring, or even military intervention. 

This dynamic illustrates the relevance of dependency theory in elucidating the role of energy 

in contemporary geopolitical conflicts and the vulnerability of states like Ukraine, which, 

despite their strategic significance, remain at the mercy of the power exerted by more resource-

rich nations. 

Realism in International Relations 

Realism as a theoretical paradigm focuses on the anarchic structure of the international system 

and the intrinsic power struggles that characterize state interactions. Foundational works by 
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scholars such as Hans Morgenthau and Kenneth Waltz emphasize that states act in pursuit of 

their national interests, which are primarily articulated through the acquisition of power. 

State-Centrism and Anarchy 

Central to the realist paradigm is the notion that states operate in an anarchic international 

system devoid of a supreme authority to enforce rules or norms (Morgenthau, 1948). States, 

therefore, must depend on their capabilities to secure their survival and maintain national 

interests, which are often framed in terms of military capability and power projection. 

In analysing energy politics through a realist lens, it becomes evident that states strategically 

prioritize energy resources as a foundation for their national security agendas. The competition 

for energy resources significantly dictates foreign policy, particularly for energy-producing 

states like Russia. This nation has adeptly utilized its energy reserves to forge and maintain 

influence over the geopolitically vital European market, illustrating the symbiotic relationship 

between energy resources and power dynamics in international relations. 

Energy Resources as Instruments of Power 

Within the framework of realism, energy resources hold substantial importance as instruments 

of national power. The Russian Federation’s substantial reserves of oil and natural gas have 

allowed it to establish itself as a critical player in European energy markets, particularly 

through frameworks like the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT). Scholars have noted that Russia has 

employed energy supplies as instruments of influence, leveraging its resources to exert pressure 

on European states beginning well before the current conflict in Ukraine (Kaczmarski, 2015). 

The dynamics of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict align closely with the tenets of realism, 

particularly following the 2014 annexation of Crimea. This geopolitical event compelled 

European nations to reassess their energy security strategies, culminating in sanctions against 

Russia and the exploration of alternative energy routes such as the Southern Gas Corridor. This 

strategic realignment exemplifies the realist assertion that states adapt their foreign policies in 

accordance with shifting balances of power, especially in contexts where energy resources are 

implicated. The ongoing military conflict further illustrates these power dynamics, as Russia 

seeks to consolidate its energy leverage amidst rising tensions. 

In the ongoing war, the nature of international support is also influenced by these realist 

dynamics. Western nations have coalesced to impose sanctions on Russia and provide military 

support for Ukraine, motivated by a desire to counteract Russian expansionism and uphold the 

stability of the European energy market. This collective action serves as a testament to the 

realist belief in the necessity of power balancing in an anarchic international system, where 

states operate under the constant threat of conflict. 

Political Economy of Energy 

The political economy of energy provides a critical lens for understanding the interwoven 

relationship between economic power, political institutions, and social dynamics within energy 

systems. Scholars like Thomas Friedman articulate how energy paradigms shape geopolitical 

landscapes, emphasizing the intrinsic connection between energy resources and global power 

structures. 

Historical Context and Structural Dynamics 

The political economy approach critically examines the historical context of energy extraction 

and trade, revealing the structures that perpetuate unequal relationships in energy markets. This 

framework posits that energy sectors are inextricably tied to issues such as national security, 

economic growth, and environmental sustainability (Blyth, 2013). Factors such as state control 
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over energy resources, fluctuations in energy markets, and the interplay of geopolitical interests 

significantly influence the political economy of energy. 

In consideration of energy politics, this framework critiques the neoliberal narratives that 

dominate discussions surrounding energy security. The implications of climate change, energy 

market volatility, and the question of state sovereignty illustrate the necessity of contextualizing 

energy dynamics within broader economic and political considerations. For example, the 

contrasting responses of Western nations to the Russian invasion of Ukraine reveal how energy 

dependency influences state behaviour and shapes foreign policy decisions. 

Geopolitical Implications of Energy Transitions 

The political economy of energy elucidates the geopolitical ramifications of transitions toward 

renewable energy sources. The global shift toward sustainable energy practices - fuelled by 

climate policy and advancements in technology - has profound implications for international 

relations. As countries with historically dominant fossil fuel economies face challenges in 

maintaining their geopolitical leverage, new players emerge within renewable energy sectors, 

thus reshaping existing hierarchies (Kemp, 2016). 

Moreover, the transition toward renewables can catalyse shifts in state alliances and 

behaviours. European nations, increasingly striving for energy independence and sustainability, 

are redefining their foreign policy agendas and exploring collaborative ventures on renewable 

technologies. This shift not only informs energy supply chains but also poses challenges for 

energy-rich states that cling to fossil fuels. For instance, as the EU drafts policies aimed at 

reducing its reliance on Russian energy sources, it simultaneously strategizes on partnerships 

that prioritize renewable technologies, potentially paving the way for a more equitable energy 

landscape globally. 

In this context, the motivations of both Ukraine and Russia can be parsed through the lens of 

the political economy of energy. For Ukraine, aspirations for European integration and energy 

independence underpin its resistance against Russian aggression. Conversely, Russia’s calculus 

stems from a desire to maintain control over energy markets, both as a means of sustaining 

revenue and as a method of geopolitical influence. This interplay of economic imperatives and 

security concerns underscores the profound influence of energy dynamics on international 

relations. 

Integrating Theoretical Perspectives 

The interplay among dependency theory, realism, and the political economy of energy provides 

a nuanced analytical framework for understanding the complexities of energy resources in 

international relations. Each theoretical construct contributes unique insights, enhancing our 

comprehension of the diverse dynamics at play in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 

Complementarity of Theories 

By integrating these theoretical frameworks, we cultivate a holistic analysis of the Russian-

Ukrainian conflict, elucidating how energy dependencies are intricately woven into the fabric 

of international power relations. Dependency theory draws attention to the exploitative 

character of energy relationships, while realism emphasizes the competitive nature of state 

interactions. The political economy perspective situates these dynamics within broader 

historical, structural, and economic contexts. 

The 2022 invasion of Ukraine by Russia presents a substratum for analysis through this 

integrative lens, delineating how energy resources have served as both a catalyst for conflict 

and a vehicle for reinforcing power dynamics. Ukraine's strategic significance as a corridor for 
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energy exports to Europe positions it as a critical actor within this geopolitical landscape. The 

geopolitical tensions are fundamentally exacerbated by energy dependencies, which provoke 

conflict and profoundly influence strategic military manoeuvres and alliances on both sides. 

The mobilization of supporters, both Ukrainian and Russian, can also be effectively analysed 

using this combined framework. Western backing for Ukraine is informed by strategic interests 

in counterbalancing Russian power, ensuring energy security within Europe, and promoting 

democratic norms. Conversely, Russia's justification for its military actions pivots on a 

narrative of historical grievances and security needs, all underpinned by the need to secure its 

energy lines amid perceived Western encroachments. 

In conclusion, the theoretical framework applied in this research, which synthesizes 

dependency theory, realism, and the political economy of energy, creates a comprehensive lens 

to scrutinize the implications of energy resources on state behaviour and international relations. 

By positioning the Russian-Ukrainian conflict within this multidimensional context, a richer 

understanding emerges of the motivations and actions of key international actors, the intricacies 

of energy interdependence, and the evolving geopolitical landscape underpinning these 

interactions. 

As the global energy paradigm evolves in response to environmental, economic, and political 

pressures, this theoretical exploration underscores the criticality of recognizing energy's central 

role in statecraft and its profound implications for international peace and security. The 

complexities highlighted through this rigorous analysis provide valuable insights for 

policymakers and scholars alike, fostering a deeper comprehension of contemporary 

geopolitical conflicts in a rapidly changing global context. 

3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 

The Geopolitics of Energy: Natural Gas and Oil Dynamics 

Energy resources have become seminal elements within the contemporary geopolitical 

landscape, functioning not merely as commodities but also as strategic assets that states 

leverage to exert power and influence. Recent scholarship highlights how the dynamics of oil 

and natural gas fundamentally shape national interests, alliances, military strategies, and 

economic dependencies. Robert McNally (2017) articulates this transition, asserting that 

energy has evolved from a commodity of convenience to a cornerstone of national security 

discourses, fundamentally reshaping the architecture of international relations. This theoretical 

progression emphasizes the dual role of energy as both a catalyst for cooperation and a source 

of conflict. 

In building on McNally’s foundation, scholars such as Daniel Scholten (2022) expand the 

discussion through the concept of "Energy Geopolitics." This framework posits that energy has 

become a medium through which states negotiate power and influence within the international 

system. Specifically, Scholten delineates how energy resources facilitate sub-national, bilateral, 

and multilateral interactions, thus shaping the diplomacy of state actors across a spectrum of 

geopolitical contexts. Despite significant advances in understanding energy geopolitics, there 

remains a critical gap in the literature regarding how emerging geopolitical tensions, 

particularly in Europe, have specifically influenced state behaviour and confronted traditional 

international relations paradigms. 

Structural Dependencies and Energy Dependency Dynamics 

The European Union (EU) serves as a salient case study in understanding profound structural 

dependencies manifesting through energy resources, particularly concerning Russian natural 
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gas. By 2021, approximately 40% of the EU's natural gas imports came from Russia (Ruester 

et al., 2016), a dependency that has detrimental implications for both its foreign policy and 

internal cohesion. This significant reliance raises critical questions about energy security, 

especially given geopolitical events such as the 2014 annexation of Crimea, which marked a 

fundamental shift in EU-Russian relations. 

Research by Tzeng (2021) illuminates the complex interplay between energy dependency and 

national sovereignty, arguing that energy relationships not only enhance states’ economic well-

being but also expose them to risks of external manipulation. Notably, while countries like 

Germany and Italy have historically nurtured trade ties with Russia, framing energy 

partnerships as vital for economic stability, these partnerships concurrently jeopardize their 

political clamouring for autonomy. This duality encapsulates a precarious tension: while energy 

supplies are crucial for national economic functioning, such dependencies significantly 

compromise states' agency in geopolitical contexts. 

Energy Security Frameworks and Strategic Diversification 

In response to vulnerabilities inherent in energy dependency, EU member states have sought to 

formulate comprehensive energy security strategies aiming at diversification of sources and a 

reduction in reliance on any singular supplier. The EU’s groundbreaking Energy Union 

framework epitomizes a strategic initiative designed to foster a more integrated and resilient 

European energy market. Prioritizing diversification through alternative imports and 

substantial investments in renewable technologies, it acknowledges the volatility and 

uncertainty defining the current geopolitical landscape (European Commission, 2020). 

Analyses rooted in resource nationalism theories (Ovadia, 2016) reveal critical insights into 

state behavior amidst this diversification effort. Resource nationalism underscores the state’s 

tendency to prioritize domestic energy interests over foreign dependencies, consequently 

reshaping international relations. As EU member states grapple with the imperatives of energy 

transition, there is an urgent need for systemic evaluations that assess how national interests 

can align with collective EU goals in mitigating reliance on Russian energy supplies. 

Furthermore, the pursuit of liquefied natural gas (LNG) as an alternative exemplifies a strategic 

response to energy dependency challenges. The U.S. shale revolution has positioned the United 

States as a key LNG exporter, driving transformative shifts in global energy dynamics (EIA, 

2021). Analysts such as Carter (2019) suggest that the increase in U.S. LNG exports not only 

symbolizes economic opportunities but, more critically, represents a strategic manoeuvre 

enhancing European resilience and diminishing Moscow's influence over EU energy markets. 

However, the successful integration of LNG into European portfolios must navigate complex 

infrastructural and regulatory challenges, necessitating an in-depth examination of the 

geopolitical ramifications thereof (Hoffmann et al., 2019). 

Geopolitical Implications of Energy Supply Diversification 

The geopolitical implications of EU energy diversification undertakings are profound and 

multifaceted. Eastern European states - especially Poland and the Baltic nations—assertively 

advocate for aggressive diversification strategies, propelled by historical experiences of 

Russian aggression and manipulation of energy supplies (Mikulska, 2021). Their advocacy 

reveals an intense concern for energy security as a cornerstone of national sovereignty and 

regional stability, necessitating sustained political engagements aimed at fostering energy 

independence. 

This situation is juxtaposed with the challenges faced by larger EU states like Germany, which 

must balance the pursuit of diversification against their longstanding economic ties with 
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Russia. The controversial Nord Stream 2 project epitomizes the conflicting nature of EU energy 

strategies, wherein the quest for energy security is juxtaposed against geopolitical engagements 

with Moscow. Analysts have posited that Nord Stream 2 could potentially enable Russia to 

extend its control over Central and Eastern European energy markets, exacerbating existing 

tensions within EU energy policy (Carter, 2019). 

Power Dynamics and Military Strategies in Energy Geopolitics 

The relationship between energy resources and military strategies is a pivotal component of 

contemporary geopolitics necessitating nuanced academic exploration. This nexus elucidates 

how states utilize energy assets as tools of coercive diplomacy, showcasing the fundamental 

impact of energy on shaping military objectives and broader international relations. Historical 

contexts underscore the enduring influence of energy on state behaviour and military strategy, 

furnishing valuable insights into prospective trajectories of international conflicts. 

During the Cold War, the strategic imperatives surrounding oil significantly informed military 

agendas and geopolitical calculations. The United States and the Soviet Union pursued policies 

aimed at maintaining influence over oil-rich regions, demonstrating an acute understanding of 

energy access as critical to sustaining military and economic power (Vitalis, 2007). The Carter 

Doctrine exemplifies this reality, as it institutionalized the significance of energy within U.S. 

foreign policy, asserting potential military intervention should any external force attempt to 

dominate oil supplies in the Persian Gulf. 

In contrast, the Gulf War (1990-1991) serves as a seminal case, illustrating the intersection of 

military strategies and energy politics. Parker (1991) emphasizes that control over oil reserves 

acted as a catalyst for U.S. intervention, positioning energy security as a national imperative 

that superseded idealistic considerations of regional stability. The conflict elucidated the United 

States’ willingness to utilize military action to secure energy supplies, revealing how military 

engagements can be intricately intertwined with underlying economic interests (Gelb, 2014). 

Contemporary Settings: Energy in the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict 

In the current milieu, the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian conflict exemplifies the paramount 

relevance of energy security to military engagements. The interaction between energy 

resources and state power—especially regarding Russian natural gas exports - remains critical 

to Russia's foreign policy paradigms. Scholars like Thane Gustafson (2012) analyse the 

Kremlin's tactical use of energy resources in projecting power, both regionally and globally. 

Gazprom, Russia's state-controlled gas company, operates as a conduit for Kremlin influence 

over Europe, employing pricing strategies and supply disruptions as mechanisms of coercive 

diplomacy. Researchers like Simon Pirani (2018) characterize Gazprom's practices as 

exemplifying "energy weaponization," wherein energy supply manipulation becomes a 

strategic instrument to achieve geopolitical objectives. The actions of Gazprom during the 2014 

Crimea crisis underscored the significant vulnerabilities facing Europe due to its energy 

dependency, illuminating broader implications that energy resources have for regional stability. 

Analysts such as Anouk Honoré (2019) acknowledge that the interdependence created by 

energy relationships further complicates contemporary military alliances. The EU’s responsive 

measures toward diversification illustrate an adaptive approach aimed at mitigating identified 

vulnerabilities. Notwithstanding, the transition toward alternative energy solutions encounters 

numerous complexities, indicating the persistent significance of energy in informing military 

postures and global alliances. 
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Future Dynamics: Energy Transition and Geopolitical Strategies 

As the global energy landscape evolves from fossil fuels to renewable sources, this transition 

represents not merely a technological shift but also a profound alteration of the geopolitical 

fabric that undergirds energy production and consumption. The dual imperatives of climate 

change mitigation and energy security catalyse significant investments in renewable 

technologies, thus reshaping power dynamics and relationships among international actors. 

Emerging renewable energy markets have positioned countries rich in renewable resources - 

such as Denmark in wind energy and Morocco in solar power - as new energy hubs. These 

shifts present challenges, as historical power asymmetries tied to fossil fuel dependencies may 

endure, allowing established oil-exporting states to gain traction in emerging renewable sectors 

(Goldthau, 2014). A nuanced examination of these dynamics necessitates a comprehensive 

understanding of historical contexts, current challenges, and prospective trajectories within 

energy politics. 

Insights and Gaps in Existing Literature 

Despite the extensive exploration of energy geopolitics, notable gaps persist in the literature, 

particularly regarding the intricate interplay between energy dependency, military strategies, 

and international relations during contemporary conflicts such as the Russian-Ukrainian crisis. 

While existing studies provide robust analyses, they often overlook the real-time implications 

of energy disruption and sanctions in shaping military strategies, thereby limiting insights into 

how energy can pivot the contours of geopolitical realities. Among other things, the following 

gaps standout. 

Direct Links Between Energy and Military Actions: Scholarly work often fails to rigorously 

explore how energy resource manipulation directly influences military decision-making, 

particularly within active conflict zones like Ukraine. 

Role of Energy Companies in Conflict Dynamics: There is insufficient analysis of how 

multinational corporations and industry stakeholders’ manoeuvre within geopolitical contexts 

to influence governmental policy and military strategy, beyond conventional lobbying efforts. 

Nuanced Energy Dependency Models: Existing frameworks inadequately address the 

complexities surrounding the political economy of energy dependency, particularly how 

interdependencies can engender security dilemmas that lead to conflict escalation. 

Future research may benefit from adopting mixed method approaches and case studies that 

delineate the specific mechanisms through which energy politics impact military strategies and 

alliance formations, thereby enriching our understanding of energy's role in contemporary 

conflicts. 

This research aims to bridge these gaps by investigating not only the effects of energy 

disruptions and associated sanctions on military strategies but also the broader geopolitical 

ramifications instigated by the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict. By shedding light on these 

facets, the study contributes to a nuanced understanding of the interconnectedness of energy 

dependency, military engagement, and international relations, highlighting how energy 

resources continue to inform the dynamics of power and conflict in our evolving geopolitical 

landscape. Consequently, this inquiry underscores the importance of integrating economic, 

environmental, and geopolitical considerations into the study of energy politics to develop 

enriching perspectives on the ongoing trajectories of global security in the face of climate 

change and geopolitical instability. 

http://www.ajpojournals.org/


American Journal of International Relations 

ISSN 2520-4696 (Online)   

Vol.9, Issue 6, pp 69 - 94, 2024                                                                www.ajpojournals.org      

  

https://doi.org/10.47672/ajir.2472                    87           Madubuko (2024) 

 

4.0 FINDINGS 

This study investigates the intricate relationship between energy politics and military strategy 

within the framework of the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian conflict. It posits that energy resources 

- particularly oil and natural gas - act as critical determinants that shape strategic alliances and 

influence the geopolitical manoeuvrings of key international actors, including the United 

States, the European Union (EU), and China. Employing a qualitative methodology, the study 

integrates insights from semi-structured interviews with policymakers, energy analysts, and 

industry stakeholders, complemented by a discourse analysis of public statements and policy 

documents.  

The anticipated findings reveal that energy considerations substantively inform military 

strategies and diplomatic interactions, thereby highlighting energy independence as a 

cornerstone of national sovereignty and security. The conflict elucidates the vulnerabilities 

stemming from historical dependencies on Russian energy supplies, catalysing a reassessment 

among European nations towards diversification and strategic collaboration. Overall, the 

analysis underscores the pivotal nature of energy resources in shaping national security 

concerns and geopolitical relationships in an increasingly volatile environment. 

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusion 

The unfolding Russian-Ukrainian conflict exemplifies the dual nature of energy resources: they 

serve as both a catalyst for increased tensions and as instruments of statecraft that nations wield 

to fortify their geopolitical positions. The findings illuminate how energy dependencies 

complicate military strategies, reshape alliances, and dictate foreign policy trajectories, 

necessitating an expansive understanding of energy geopolitics within the context of 

contemporary international relations.  

Policymakers must recognize that energy security transcends economic imperatives; it also 

involves a reckoning with the power dynamics that such resources entail. As geopolitical 

uncertainties mount, an integration of energy considerations into broader security frameworks 

will be critical for fostering stability and resilience. 

Implications for Policy, Strategy and Practice 

The research findings have significant implications for policymakers and strategists in multiple 

domains: 

Comprehensive Energy Security Policies: Policymakers need to formulate energy security 

policies that align with national security objectives. Integrating energy considerations into the 

broader security landscape can provide a more cohesive approach to international relations. 

Strategic Energy Independence: European nations, having recognized the vulnerability posed 

by dependence on Russian energy, must prioritize strategic initiatives aimed at diversifying 

their energy sources. This shift is vital for enhancing national resilience against potential 

geopolitical coercion. 

Evolving Geopolitical Alliances: The interdependence fostered by energy dynamics calls for a 

re-evaluation of existing alliances. Nations should forge collaborative frameworks that enable 

collective responses to energy insecurity, thereby enhancing political cohesion. 

Military Strategic Adaptation: Military strategies should systematically account for energy 

interdependencies. This requires a nuanced understanding of how energy considerations shape 

operational imperatives and influence military interactions. 
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Recommendations 

Enhance Multilateral Energy Cooperation: Countries should actively pursue collaborative 

relationships with alternative energy providers while simultaneously investing in renewable 

energy technologies. Such partnerships could diminish vulnerabilities rooted in historical 

dependencies on less stable suppliers. 

Justification and Example: The establishment of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) is a 

compelling example of multilateral energy cooperation that emphasizes joint efforts in solar 

energy development among countries, particularly those in the Global South. Collaborative 

investments in solar technology not only facilitate knowledge sharing but also lead to reduced 

costs through economies of scale. The ISA demonstrates how regional partnerships can 

enhance energy resilience and mitigate reliance on traditional energy suppliers. Furthermore, 

diversifying energy imports - such as increasing partnerships with LNG suppliers from the 

U.S., Qatar, and Australia - can diminish vulnerabilities stemming from reliance on single 

source economies, particularly considering current geopolitical tensions with Russia. 

Decouple Economic Interests from Security Strategies: The formulation of energy policies 

should strive to analytically decouple economic interests from security strategies, thereby 

ensuring that national energy-import strategies prioritize geopolitical considerations alongside 

immediate economic benefits. This approach necessitates a careful evaluation of long-term 

implications when stakeholders develop imports or partnerships that may render them 

vulnerable to geopolitical pressures. 

The case of Europe’s reliance on Russian natural gas serves as a critical illustration of the 

necessity for this decoupling. For years, significant economic ties with Russia were established 

primarily on the foundation of energy security; however, this relationship has left several EU 

member states exposed to various geopolitical risks, as evidenced by the 2014 annexation of 

Crimea and subsequent energy sanctions. In this instance, Germany’s dependency on Russian 

gas was a clear example of how short-term economic interests can be at odds with long-term 

national security imperatives. The consequences of this reliance became painfully apparent 

when geopolitical tensions escalated, prompting discussions on the vulnerability inherent in 

such economic dependencies (Carter et al., 2020). 

A more diversified energy strategy can illustrate the benefits of decoupling economic interests 

from security imperatives effectively. The Energy Union initiative within the EU proposes a 

structural approach to energy security that aligns with collective interests while still 

recognizing the economic opportunities available to member states. By promoting diversified 

energy sources - such as increasing investments in renewable energies and establishing 

alternative supply routes, like the Southern Gas Corridor - EU countries can mitigate risks 

associated with reliance on any single supplier. This shift not only enhances energy 

independence but also fortifies regional security by reducing the leverage that potentially 

hostile states hold over member nations through economic coercion (Schroeder, 2021). 

Additionally, the U.S. strategy towards liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports to Europe 

exemplifies how economies can transition to a more robust energy security foundation. By 

providing European nations with a viable alternative to Russian gas, the U.S. aims to decrease 

European energy dependency on Moscow, demonstrating that safeguarding national interests 

can coincide with nurturing economic ties. Specific actions, such as negotiating favourable 

terms for LNG exports and facilitating infrastructure investment for regasification terminals, 

are vital for these relationships. The U.S. Department of Energy's approval of increased LNG 
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export capacity reflects a strategic move to intertwine energy independence with broader 

geopolitical objectives (EIA, 2021). 

To further justify this decoupling, future energy policies must also consider the potential for 

incorporating resilience and sustainability objectives. For instance, investing in domestic 

renewable energy capabilities can reduce external dependence while promoting economic 

sustainability. Nations like Denmark, which has invested heavily in wind energy, illustrate that 

a proactive energy strategy can simultaneously achieve energy security and economic growth, 

serving as a blueprint for states looking to realign their energy dependencies in a manner 

compatible with national security. 

Ultimately, the recommendation to decouple economic interests from security strategies is 

imperative for nations to navigate the complexities of contemporary geopolitics effectively. By 

methodically evaluating and realigning energy policies to prioritize security alongside 

economic opportunities, state actors can foster resilience against geopolitical risks inherent in 

deep-rooted economic dependencies. 

Integrate Energy Analysis into Military Planning: Military and defence planning must include 

rigorous analyses of energy dependencies. This reframing will promote resilience in military 

logistics and strategic readiness. 

Justification and Example: The U.S. Department of Defence has increasingly acknowledged 

the importance of energy security in its operational planning. For instance, during the military 

engagements in the Middle East, logistical challenges tied to fuel supply highlighted 

vulnerabilities that could impede operational success. By integrating energy assessments into 

military strategies, the U.S. aims to bolster its readiness and resilience. The Pentagon’s 

initiatives, such as the Energy Resilience Campaign Framework, underscore the significance 

of sustainable energy technologies and solutions as essential components of national defence, 

especially in scenarios characterized by energy supply disruptions.  

Promote Sustainable Energy Investments: Accelerating investments in renewable energy 

sources is imperative to replace fossil fuel reliance. Policymakers should devise supportive 

frameworks that facilitate this transition while ensuring a stable energy supply amidst 

geopolitical tensions. 

Justification and Example: Countries like Germany, through their Energiewende (Energy 

Transition) policy, have demonstrated how investments in renewables can effectively reduce 

fossil fuel dependency while simultaneously addressing climate change imperatives. As of 

2021, renewable energy sources accounted for over 40% of Germany's electricity consumption, 

significantly decreasing their reliance on imported fossil fuels. Furthermore, supportive 

regulations, such as feed-in tariffs and subsidies for renewable energy projects, have attracted 

private sector investments, demonstrating that a stable policy environment is critical for scaling 

renewable energy initiatives. The international momentum towards achieving net-zero 

emissions by mid-century presents an opportunity for nations to align their energy investments 

with sustainable practices, ensuring secure and resilient energy futures. 

Summary 

In summary, the research underscores the fundamental importance of energy resources in 

shaping military strategies and international relations within the context of the Russian-

Ukrainian conflict. Energy dynamics are inextricably linked to security, necessitating a 

rigorous examination of how these elements interact in contemporary geopolitics. Through 

nuanced scholarly inquiry and informed policy responses, stakeholders can navigate the 

complexities posed by energy interdependencies to foster more secure and stable global 
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dynamics amid an increasingly volatile landscape. As the geopolitical context continues to 

evolve, the need for comprehensive analyses that integrate energy concerns with international 

relations remains paramount for understanding and addressing contemporary conflicts. 
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